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Compulsory REVISION comments

The major concern is that the evidence that the
activity obtained is due to plasmepsin 9 is not at all
convincing.

The expression of the protein is not convincing
(Figure 1a). As a minimum, a Western blot using the
T7 tag should be performed. The purity of the
recombinant protein is insufficient to conclude that
the reported low protease activity originates from
plasmepsin 9 (Figure 1b, 1c). The gels of the refolded
protein are not stained sufficiently and do not show
lower molecular weight proteins (Figure 3c, 3f).
There is no data on inhibition by pepstatin or lack of
activity with an active site mutant.

The revised manuscript includes data on the
inhibition assay of plasmepsin 9 which confirms
the activity of the enzyme.

It should be noted that the manuscript
reports the preliminary results of an on-
going research on plasmepsin 9 from
Plasmodium falciparum. Subsequently,
more work will be done and as we obtain
more results, we will get them published.

Minor REVISION comments

Optional /General comments
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